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Why don’t people go to church?
 
1.  Church is filled with____________________________.
Matthew 23:25  "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  For you clean the outside of the cup and of the dish, but inside they are full of robbery and self-indulgence.

2.  Church is________________________________to life.
Mark 7:9  He was also saying to them, "You are experts at setting aside the commandment of God in order to keep your tradition.

3.  Church is only interested in _____________________.
Matthew 23:23   "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  For you tithe mint and dill and cummin, and have neglected the weightier provisions of the law:  justice and mercy and faithfulness; but these are the things you should have done without neglecting the others.
 
John 15:1-11  "I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser… 4Abide in Me, and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me.  5I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.  6If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into the fire and they are burned.  7If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.  8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples.  9Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you; abide in My love.  10If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father's commandments and abide in His love.  11These things I have spoken to you so that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may be made full.
 Benefits of Connecting with Jesus and His Church

I.  Connecting is where you receive_________________.  
Vs. 5-6  I am the vine, you are the branches…  If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch and dries up…






II.  Connecting is where you receive ________________. 
Vs. 8-11   My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples…  






III.  Connecting is where you receive________________. 
Vs. 4-5,8   Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me.  5I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing… 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples. 




Point:
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Doggy Bag: Something to take home and chew on!
1. When have I felt most connected to God? What time?  What place? 
2. What am I doing to connect with Jesus in my daily life?
3. What could be my next step in a connection with Jesus?  Attend worship regularly?  Join a small group or class?  Find a place to serve?  Develop a regular devotional time? 
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