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Pastor Kris Beckert                                        Stronger in the Wilderness
August 19, 2018 	                                                 1 Samuel 23:1-14


What does it look like to be strong?
 

How do you get stronger?


A surprising place to get stronger:  __________________

The Book of 1 Samuel:
· Takes place ~1100-1000 BC
· Samuel-- 
· Philistines--
· Saul--
· David--
Wilderness will make something stronger:

I. _______________ stronger:  seen in  _______________
1 Samuel 23:1-6  When David was told, “Look, the Philistines are fighting against Keilah and are looting the threshing floors,” 2he inquired of the Lord, saying, “Shall I go and attack these Philistines?”  The Lord answered him, “Go, attack the Philistines and save Keilah.” 3But David’s men said to him, “Here in Judah we are afraid.  How much more, then, if we go to Keilah against the Philistine forces!”  4Once again David inquired of the Lord, and the Lord answered him, “Go down to Keilah, for I am going to give the Philistines into your hand.”  5So David and his men went to Keilah, fought the Philistines and carried off their livestock.  He inflicted heavy losses on the Philistines and saved the people of Keilah.  6(Now Abiathar son of Ahimelek had brought the ephod down with him when he fled to David at Keilah.)

II.___________________ stronger:  seen in____________
1 Samuel 23:7-8   Saul was told that David had gone to Keilah, and he said, “God has delivered him into my hands, for David has imprisoned himself by entering a town with gates and bars.”  8And Saul called up all his forces for battle, to go down to Keilah to besiege David and his men.

 
III. ___________________ stronger:  seen in___________
1 Samuel 23:9-12   When David learned that Saul was plotting against him, he said to Abiathar the priest, “Bring the ephod.”  10David said, “Lord, God of Israel, your servant has heard definitely that Saul plans to come to Keilah and destroy the town on account of me.  11Will the citizens of Keilah surrender me to him?  Will Saul come down, as your servant has heard? Lord, God of Israel, tell your servant.”  And the Lord said, “He will.”  12Again David asked, “Will the citizens of Keilah surrender me and my men to Saul?  And the Lord said, “They will.”

 
IV. ___________________ stronger:  seen in___________
1 Samuel 23:13-14    So David and his men, about six hundred in number, left Keilah and kept moving from place to place.  When Saul was told that David had escaped from Keilah, he did not go there.  14David stayed in the wilderness strongholds and in the hills of the Desert of Ziph.  Day after day Saul searched for him, but God did not give David into his hands.




Big Idea: 
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Doggy Bag:  Something to take home and chew on! 
1. What in your life do you wish was stronger?
2. What kind of wilderness are you facing right now?
3. When in your life did God use a wilderness to make you stronger? How?
4. Who in the story do you best connect with right now—David’s army, Saul, the people of Keilah, or David?  What do you want to be made stronger?  What might you need to give up?
5. How is God protecting, providing for you, or at work behind the scenes in your wilderness?
6. How can you begin starving what’s destructive and instead feed your faith and dependence on God?

If you’d like to talk personally and confidentially w/Pastor Kris about your relationship with Christ, please email krisbeckert@thevineva.org to set up an appointment.
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