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Pastor Kris Beckert			                  Skeptical About a Good God
May 14, 2017				              	                    John 9:1-12, 35-39 


Have you ever questioned God because of something that happened to you or someone you love?
 
The question of God and suffering:
 
I.  Be ________________________________________________
 
 
John 9:1-2  As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”
 
Two common assumptions:

             	1. ____________________________________________________
             	2. ____________________________________________________
 II. Be _______________________________________________
 
 
John 9:3-12 Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6 When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7 saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10 But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”
The source of suffering:
 
1.  	Broken ________________________________________________

2.  	Broken ________________________________________________

3.  	Broken ________________________________________________
 
Our response to suffering:
 
 

III. Be ________________________________________________
 
John 9:35-39   Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38 He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.”


Point:
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Doggy Bag:  Something to take home and chew on!  
 

1.    Have you ever had someone ask you why God allows suffering? What have been your assumptions?
2.    How have you seen God bring about some kind of light in the midst of a dark, painful, or tragic situation?
3.    How does understanding the source of suffering affect your response?
4.    Who in your life is hurting right now? What is something practical you can do to show them God’s love this week?
5.	Where do you need to be honest with Jesus? How can we pray with you to invite him and his grace into it?


If you’d like to talk personally and confidentially w/ Pastor Kris about your relationship with Christ, please email krisbeckert@thevineva.org or call 215-237-4959 to set up an appointment.
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