Il. Changes into

John 20:11-18 Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over
to look into the tomb *2and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had
been, one at the head and the other at the foot. *They asked her, “Woman, why
are you crying?” “They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and | don’t know
where they have put him.” At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing
there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. °He asked her, “Woman, why are
you crying? Who is it you are looking for?” Thinking he was the gardener, she
said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will
get him.” ®Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned toward him and cried out in
Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”). Y’Jesus said, “Do not hold on to
me, for | have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell
them, ‘1 am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.””
BMary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!”
And she told them that he had said these things to her.
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Has news ever made you wonder if life is meaningless, that
nothing changes, that nothing is new?

®  “The more things change, the more they stay the same” --French Proverb

lll. Changes into .

John 20:24-29 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not
with the disciples when Jesus came. #So the other disciples told him, “We have
seen the Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless | see the nail marks in his hands and
put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, | will not
believe.” A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was
with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them
and said, “Peace be with you!” ?’Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here;
see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and

o  “Perfectly pointless said the teacher, everything is pointless. What do people
gain from all their labors at which they toil under the sun?... There is nothing
new under the sun” --Ecclesiastes 1:2-3,9

God does a new thing on Easter:

I. Changes into
John 20:1-10 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary

Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the
entrance. 2So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one
Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t
know where they have put him!” So Peter and the other disciple started for the
tomb. *Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the
tomb first. °He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not
go in. °Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight into the tomb.
He saw the strips of linen lying there, “as well as the cloth that had been wrapped
around Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen.
8Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He
saw and believed. °(They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to
rise from the dead.) ‘°Then the disciples went back to where they were staying.

believe.” Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” *Then Jesus told him,
“Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not
seen and yet have believed.”

Point:

Doggy Bag: Some questions to take home and chew on.

1. What are you anxious about? How does Jesus’ resurrection bring
hope?

2. What dead end are you facing right now? How can God change it

into a new beginning?

How does the resurrection change how you see death? How you see life?

4. What reservations do you have about Jesus and the reality of the
resurrection? How does knowing that doubt is not an enemy of faith change
your perception of Christianity? What can you do to begin exploring your
guestions?

5. What new thing does God want to begin in your life this Easter?
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If you’d like to talk personally and confidentially w/Pastor Kris about your relationship with Christ, please
email krisbeckert@thevineva.org or call 215-237-4959 to set up an appointment.
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