Pastor Todd Schlechty

The Return of the King

December 4, 2016 Matthew 24:36-51
Advent =
e We Christ’s coming in Bethlehem as a baby.
e We Christ’'s coming through the Spirit.
e We for Christ’s second coming as King and Judge.

What preparations are you making?
__ Christmas holiday - presents, food, etc.
__Trip
__Baby
__College
__Retirement (We are told every worker should be preparing for this.)
__Wedding
__Amove
__New job
__New boss at work
__To start a new church
__ Other

The Truth about Christ’s Second Coming:

Matthew 24:36-41 "But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels
of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone. 37 For the coming of the Son of Man
will be just like the days of Noah. 38 For as in those days before the flood they were
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah
entered the ark, 39 and they did not understand until the flood came and took them
all away; so will the coming of the Son of Man be. 40 Then there will be two men in
the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41 Two women will be grinding at
the mill; one will be taken and one will be left.”

1. . (V. 36)

2. . (Vs. 37-39)

3. . (Vs.40-41)

How to Prepare for Christ’s Second Coming:

Matthew 24:42-51 "Therefore be on the alert, for you do not know which day
your Lord is coming. 43 But be sure of this, that if the head of the house had known
at what time of the night the thief was coming, he would have been on the alert and
would not have allowed his house to be broken into. 44 For this reason you also
must be ready; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour when you do not think He
will. 45 Who then is the faithful and sensible slave whom his master put in charge of
his household to give them their food at the proper time? 46 Blessed is that slave
whom his master finds so doing when he comes. 47 Truly | say to you that he will
put him in charge of all his possessions. 48 But if that evil slave says in his heart, 'My
master is not coming for a long time,' 49 and begins to beat his fellow slaves and
eat and drink with drunkards; 50 the master of that slave will come on a day when
he does not expect him and at an hour which he does not know, 51 and will cut him
in pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites; in that place there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

1 (42-43)
¢ Like a homeowner alert to thieves

2 . (44)

3 (45-51)

e Like a faithful servant

Point:

Doggy Bag: Something to take home and chew on!

How do | prepare for something better?
1. Read Bible daily.
2. Pray - keep prayer journal.
3. Tithe 10% of your income to God'’s work.
4. Integrate your theology into every area of life.

Ask:
1. In what parts of my life do | fail to see the Spirit at work?
2. What would it look like to live Spiritually alert?
3. What would it look like to daily (hourly) ask the question: How does Jesus want

me to use the money He's entrusted to me? How does Jesus want me to invest
my time? How does Jesus want me to use my gifts?
4. What would a Spiritually faithful and sensible life look like for me?

If you'd like to talk personally and confidentially w/ Pastor Todd about your relationship with
Christ, please email pastortodd@thevineva.org to set up an appointment.



